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Sportsman teams swarm to Pacific Raceways

RIGHT: Steve Kelly, left, looks over the timeslip with fellow racer David Chun
Jr, who eliminated Kelly in Sunday’s semifinal round. The Ridgefield, Wash.,
driver had completed 34 rounds of competition during three days of racing at

Krista Kooker, left, and Rich Cantrell push Dennis Kooker’s 235-inch dragster through the staging lanes on the final day  Pacific Raceways that also included the finals for both brackets Friday, the
of competition during the Pacific Sportsman Nationals Aug. 15-17 at Pacific Raceways. Having registered in both the "A”  semifinals and quarterfinals on Saturday, combining for a streak of 30
and "8” brackets, Kooker simply rolled through the lights to “defeat” himself in the semifinal round en route to winning  consecutive round wins including his victory in the Firebird Raceway’s Nightfire

the Sunday competition in the final.

Jody Lang of Puyallup, Wash., is no stranger to racing wins at Pacific Raceways.

Nationals the prior week.

Runner-up Steve Hannawacker had a shot at Sunday’s top prize in his '55 Chevy.
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Motorsports gala
revs up Nov. 7-9
in Tacoma Dome

W Robert Stanley

To write about Northwest
motor sports is always a pleas-
ure. To write about a show that
is certain to become nationally
recognized is a dream come
true.

The dream will become a re-
ality Nov. 7-9 at the Tacoma
Dome and Exhibition Hall
when the doors open for Motor-
Sports 2008, the largest, most
exciting and energetic show of
its kind ever seen in the north-
west.

The lineup of vehicles and
dignitaries is overwhelming to
say the least. Imagine 300 Vin-
tage Classics, Concourse, Cus-
tom, Dragsters, Go-Karts, Hy-
droplanes, Indy Cars, Midgets,
Motorcycles, and other special
interest vehicles under one
roof.

You, your family and friends
will not want to miss this su-
percharged event.

The organizers of Motor-
Sports 2008 have done a su-
perb job of providing a once in
a lifetime motor sports show.
Rumor has it that this is just the
beginning of what will be a na-
tionally renowned show and in
our backyard. The following is
but a sample of what to expect
in Nov. 7-9.

The Austin’s — Walt, Pat and
Bucky: the first family of rac-
ing in the Northwest — will
have outstanding displays of
race cars and classics. Walt and
his famous son Pat, the nation-
ally known funny car driver,
also will have a NASCAR sim-
ulator available for the general
public to enjoy.

Kasey Kahne Inc. will be
well represented. Tammy
Kahne, the famous NASCAR
driver’s mother will be in atten-
dance displaying an outstand-
ing collection of Kasey’s mem-
orabilia.

Bill Cotter, nationally known
vintage race car driver from
Seattle, will have a collection
of rare vintage race cars includ-
ing a 1957 fuel injected
corvette.

Ed Shadle will have a three-
car display, including his world
renowned North American
Eagle, 56 feet long and weigh-
ing 13,000 pounds. Ed hopes to
break the land-speed record of
762 mph in the very near fu-
ture.

Jerry “the King” Ruth will
have his famous dragster and
other classics on display. Jerry
will also have a booth available
for the collector.

Dominic Dobson, former
Indy 500 driver and Director of
Corporate Development for
LeMay, America’s Car Mu-
seum, will feature several rare
classic vehicles.

Vintage Enthusi-

Glen Seidelman, president of
the Washington Midget Racing
Association (WMRA) will have
a display of early 1940’s
Midgets and some newer exam-
pless. Kasey Kahne started his
racing career driving Midgets.

Dave Lehmann, President of
Grand Prix Raceway in Lake-
wood, Wash., has been racing
Karts since he was 10 years
old. A National Kart Champion
in 2004, Dave won the Troy
Ruttman Award this year. Dave
will be displaying his champi-
onship Karts.

David Williams, Executive
Director of the Hydroplane and
Raceboat Museum in Kent,
Wash., will have the largest and
most elaborate display in the
history of the sport in the
30,000 square foot Exhibition
Hall. The museum will bring a
display of 30-40 hydroplanes
from the *40s to present. In-
vited to the show during the
weekend are racing greats Chip
Hanauer, Billy Schumacher,
Dave Villwock and George
Henley. David’s son Shane
Thompson, who just recently
turned 14, was a national cham-
pion in his class in 2007, will
have his hydroplane on display.
Spectators will be able to meet,
greet, talk to and acquire auto-
graphs during the weekend.
The Hydroplane display will
include a very nice souvenir
booth for the hydroplane col-
lector. There will be a free sou-
venir for the first 10,000 spec-
tators at the show.

A variety of commercial
booths will complement the
show. One booth will be selling
official event items including
the event shirt. Certain to be a
collector’s item, this beautiful
multi-colored shirt will sell for
$18-$20.

The show will be open from
noon to 9 p.m. on Nov. 7; from
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Nov8; and
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Nov.
9.

Admission for the show is
just $12.50 for adults and chil-
dren under age 10 are free
when accompanied with a regu-
lar adult admission. Discount
tickets are available at al
Walt’s Auto Care Centers and
Schuck’s Auto Supply stores in
Western Washington. Please
call 253.922.5111 for additional
discount ticket outlets. For
groups of 10 or more, tickets
will be mailed at no charge.

Part of the proceeds will be
donated to the Mary Bridge
Children’s Hospital & Health
Center.

A limited number of com-
memorative event posters will
be available during the show at
the Walt’s Auto Care Centers
booth.

asts (VME) will be displaying
100 rare motorcycles dating
back to 1913, including some
very rare sidecars.

are to

bring cameras and camcorders.

Additional information can

be found on-line at www.mo-
torsports2008.com.

Busby’s scary ride at Southern Oregon Speedway

Tee e

California driver Scott Busby got more excitement than he bargained for after making contact with Rick Hazen of Bend,
Ore., during qualifying for the Lon Skinner Memorial Modified Race Aug. 30 at Southern Oregon Speedway.

Drama at
Southern
Oregon
Sneedway

Photographer
captures action
during wreck

Photographer Lee Anderson
captured an amazing incident
during qualifying for the Lon
Skinner Memorial Modified
Race Aug. 30 at Southern Ore-
gon Speedway.

This series of photos was
taken by Lee Anderson from
the inficld. Anderson was
standing on the tailgate of the
Escalade EXT pace car while
this action was occurring right
in front of the pits on the back
straightaway.

Lee describes the drama that
he captured with his camera
that night:

- e @

On Lap 6 of the C-Main on
the backstretch, car 77k driven
by Rick Hazen of Bend, Ore.,
bumped into the side of car 73
driven by Scott Busby of Mar-
tinez, Calif.

Busby’s car carcencd straight
for the backstretch wall, then
climbed the concrete wall and
did a perfect balancing act as it
ground to a halt right in front
of the backstretch caution
light, without hitting it.

Then Busby’s 73 slowly
tipped over onto the driver’s
side, momentarily trapping the
driver as the engine compart-
ment caught fire. The fire ex-
tinguished itself, as it was only
excess fuel burning off as the
carburetor leaked onto the hot
engine.

Safety crewmembers rushed
to Busby’s aid and extricated
him unharmed, but shaken up.

Busby’s nerf bar and frame
in front of the axle were com-
pletely destroyed by the slide
down the rail, but luckily the
engine and drive shaft of the
73 car were unscathed.

Hazen’s 77k car also was
done for the night, coming to
rest in Turn 3.

Both drivers were able o re-
pair their cars overnight and
returned to race the following
day in the D-Main, though nei-
ther was able to advance to the
feature on Sunday.

Tee e

Other cars go by as flames are visible under the hood of Busby’s car...

Tee e

Busby’s car comes to rest straddling the backstretch wall...

The front end damage was considerable, but the team had the car ready to
race again the following night...

Arack worker restrains an angry Busby, who was trying to catch a ride back to
the pits with his damaged car, instead of taking the mandatory ambulance
ride following such a wreck.
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