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Chet Vanderwater of Meridian, Idaho, with his Chevy II he races in Super Street events.

The Machine from Meridian

Idaho drag racer
Chet Vanderwater
logs plenty of miles
during road trips

M Steve Heeb

The racing career of Chet
Vanderwater spans more than a
quarter century, back to the
days when he was driving a *46
Ford coupe with a Cadillac V-8
motor and LaSalle three-speed
tranny.

“I started racing in Califor-
nia when Fremont Dragstrip
first opened,” Chet recalls of
his high school days in Half
Moon Bay near San Francisco.

Chet and family moved to
the Northwest in 1972, making
their new home in Meridian,
Idaho.

It was Chet’s son that in-
spired him to take up racing at
Fircbird Raceway.

“My son wanted to try drag
racing so we built a Camaro for
him,” Chet explains. “He quit,
but I was hooked.”

In a bit of a role reversal, it
was the father who asked for

the keys to the car.

“He let me take the Camaro
to two races,” Chet explains.
“Then I bought a °65 Chevy 1T
and have raced it ever since.”

Chet has seen some changes
in racing since his California
days.

“1 started before all the clec-
tronics,” he reflects. “Now |
have stuff in my car that [
don’t even understand.”

Whether he understands the
electronics or not, Chet has no
problem making the teal and
blue Chevy IT work for him.
He won Super Street at the
2002 Checker Auto Nationals
in Pheonix, and the following
year was in the final round in
Topeka and the Semifinals in
Bristol, Tenn.

“I also made it to the finals
in three Divisional races,” Chet
continues. “In 25 years I have
won a lot of rounds.”

He is no stranger to the road,
trekking to five national events
in a seven week period that
kicked off in Houston before
heading to Bristol, Georgia,
Englishtown, a divisional race
at Indy and wrapping up in

Topeka.

“My favorite track would be
Topeka or Bristol,” Chet says.
“It’s awesome that they cut
away a whole mountain for
that track.”

In 1985, Chet joined Fallon,
Idaho, driver Kevin Griffiths
who fields a Super Gas "23 T
roadster, and recalls one of
their road trips hauling the rac-
ers in an open trailer.

“We went through a bad dust
storm in Wyoming and had to
clean the cars,” Chet laughs.
“A light rain had turned the
dust to mud.”

In addition to Kevin, Chet
also is quick to thank Terry An-
derson and Brett Lamb for
their support, and everyone
who helps out at the track.

Drawing from his racing ex-
perience, Chet advises young
drivers to pay attention to reac-
tion times.

“It takes a lot of drivers a
long time to learn that the
clock starts on the light, not on
the movement of the car,” he
observes.

More advice: “Bring lots of
money.”
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ASA Northwest Tour to have new leadership in 2009

Bennett plans to
stay involved as
advisor to series

W ASA Northwest Tour Media

Ron Bennett, the American
Speed Association Aero Exhaust
Northwest Tour presented by
ECHO Outdoor Power Equipment
director, announced that at the end
of the 2008 race season he will be
stepping back from his present po-
sition.

Bennett will remain with the
traveling Late Model Stock Car
racing series in an advisory role.

“This is an emotional decision 1
feel I needed to make,” Bennett
said. “As everyone knows my
heart has been with the Northwest
Tour for many years. It pains me
to have to make this announce-
ment.

“1 feel strongly that this will
help Late Model racing in the
Northwest,” he added. “With the
current situation of ot being able
to comfortably watch my sons
(Travis & Chad) race on the tour
and being a track promoter has
created some dissension within
the racing community. My duties

ASA Northwest Tour regulars Gary Lewis (73) and Jason Fraser (31) during the group’s recent stop Aug. 30 at Yakima Speedway.

at Yakima Speedway take up
much of my time giving me very
little, if any, time for family and
hobbies.

“By my stepping back I hope
that communication will open up
between the two traveling series to
merge,” Bennett said in reference
to the ARCA West Late Model
Challenge Series. T have tried to
get that to happen to no avail.
Maybe someone else can bridge
the gap.”

Two years ago Bennett took
over the ASA Northwest Tour
afier NASCAR decided to discon-
tinue the Northwest Tour after 22

years. He got a group of people to-
gether afier a failed attempt by the
promoters to keep the longtime
tradition going. At that meeting
everyone was in agreement that
the tour needed to remain. With
that, Bennett took the helm of the
ship.

“There were many a sleepless
night worrying about car counts,
expenses and that the communica-
tion with the tracks remained posi-
tive,” Bennett said. “This is one of
the hardest things I have had to do
in my long carcer in auto racing,
but I feel it is a positive move for
the tour to move to next level.

Harry Gant among highlights for Canada 200

“After many hours of contem-
plation and discussions with a
couple of groups that wanted to
take over the Northwest Tour, |
feel strongly that I needed to hand
the ship over to someone that
would keep things headed in the
direction that I have envisioned
the tour needs be steered,” he
added.

Bennett announced to the ASA
officials last weekend that after
many hours of discussion the only
one he felt would keep his dream
alive is Scott Ellsworth,

“Ellsworth has the same pas-
sion for Late Model racing and

has good communication with the
promoters and may also be able to
bridge the gap between the two
serics,” Bennett said.

“Iam sad and at the same time
excited to continue what Ron
started,” Ellsworth said. “Every-
one in the racing community owes
Ron a decp appreciation for what
he has done with the tour and rac-
ing in general. 1 have big shoes to
Al

Bennett will remain with the
ASA Northwest Tour in his pres-
ent capacity as director through
the last race of the season at Ever-
green Speedway on Sept. 20.

Biffle sets pace in 2008 Cup chase

Rabert G nter

Geoff Morris (52) races three wide with Steve Lengert (middle) and eventual Canada 200 winner Jason Beaulieu
(outside) during the early stages of the 200-lap event Sept. 6 at Western Speedway.

Ken Keatng

Trophy girls Tianna Metzger and Willow

Webb help welcome NASCAR legend

and former IROC champion Harry Gant,

who took on race coordinator duties for the Canada 200 feature, but made time to to sign autographs for race fans.

Greg Biffle of Vancouver, Wash., (middle) beat Jimmie Johnson to the

checkered flag Sept. 14 at New Hampshire Motor Speedway, winning the

Sylvania 300, and taking the early lead in the Chase For The NASCAR Sprint

Cup. Find more about Biffle’s victory in the enclosed issue of ITWeekly.

Best (rookie) in the West

Barkshire, who was poised in third place in the NASCAR Camping World Series
West standings following his third-place finish during the Golden State Steel &
Stair 200 Sept. 13 at Altamont Raceway Park, continues to lead the chase for
this year’s Sunoco Rookie of the Year Award. The Auburn, Wash., racer tops
the first-year driver charts with 114 points, followed by fellow Northwest
driver Jim Warn of Aurora, Ore, who has 101. Behind them is California driver
Jason Patison with 97 and Jamie Dick of Albuquerque, N.M., with 88.
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