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Evergreen’s Super Stocks divi-
sion.

“Coming into the Bombers I
hadn’t known what to expect,”
James says of the transition. “For
the jump from Bombers to late
models we knew what to expect.
It’s the same thing as a Tour car
except it has a crate motor.”

The class stipulates a 406 GM
crate motor, which produces 400
horsepower for the 2800-pound
race cars.

“You can’t touch it,” James says
of the sealed engines. “If some-
thing happens you have to take it
to Cope Bros. We can only change
the carburetor and distributor.” 

“The crate motor is a great
thing,” Mike says. “It takes a big
expense out and makes drivers
able to step into the class.”

Of course, he doesn’t mean to
imply it’s cheap.

“It’s still expensive,” Mike
laughs. “Any kind of racing is ex-
pensive. But if everything holds
together, the tires can be the most
expensive part.”

Mike says during a race he still
feels a little bit of the nervousness
he experienced when his son
made the jump from karts to the
Bombers.

“I get emotional watching him
race,” Mike says. “It’s an adult
class. It’s a different level.”

He has confidence in his son’s
abilities.

“There’s a lot of good people in
this sport, but there’s a lot of over-
agressive driving,” Mike says.

James’ personal goals for the
team’s first season in the Super
Stocks have been to win Rookie
of the Year title and possibly finish
third in overall points.

“I want to learn as much as I
can this year,” James says. “I’ll try
to take the championship next
year.”

This spring, Mike and James
made the haul to Yakima to com-
pete in the ASA Northwewst Tour
race.

“James finished second,” Mike
says of his son’s performance in
the 125-lap feature. “It’s the
biggest race of
the year and he
did better than
we expected.”

James backed
that up with an-
other runner-up
finish in the
Super Stocks fea-
ture during Evergreen Speedway’s
Washington 500.

“We’re doing damn good for
what we have,” James says of the
team’s efforts this year. “What we
lack in budget we have to make
up for in smart decisions.”

One such smart decision was
getting Art Elferts, veteran crew
chief for Kevin Hamlin, to come
out of retirement to help with the
Mugge team this year.

“If you are involved with racing
it’s hard to get away,” Art laughs.

Art has known Mike through
work for 15 years, and looked into
James’ racing.

“I’ve been impressed with his
consistency,” Art says. “Kevin
was that way. James has those
same characteristics.”

Art’s appreciation of a team’s
consistency is not limited to the
driver’s performance on the track.

“I’m a meticulous person and I
want it exact,” Art says of his high
expectations from a crew between
races. “There should only be fine
tuning at the track. Hopefully
we’ll have put together a good
machine.”

The machine has kept James in
the top-five in points late in the
season, a challenge for any dri-
ver’s first season in a new divi-

sion.
“The way the points are struc-

tured it is easy to lose points,”
James says. “But hard to make
them back up.”

With six races in a row at the
beginning of the season, James
confesses to getting a little burned
out.

“We’re having a blast,” Mike
says after Evergreen’s season was
well under way. “It’s a good place
to race out here.”

“Everybody wants to race,”
James says of the competitors
tackling the Super Stocks sched-
ule. “That’s what we are here for.”

In addition to his parents’ sup-
port, and Art’s leadership, James
credits the assistance from veteran
late model racer Travis Bennett.

“He’s helped a ton this year,”
James says of Travis.

James also gets sponsorship
support from Lady Latté in Both-
ell, and La Hacienda in Everett.

His experience as an auto me-
chanic for Doug’s Lynnwood
Mazda has proved beneficial as
well.

His fan base is growing too.
“The more my buddies come

out to the track, the more they like
it,” James says of doing his part to
boost attendance at Evergreen
Speedway.

In a matter of weeks James
most likely will be hitting the
slopes, snowboarding with friends
in Chelan. 

But for the moment, with the
season fast drawing to a close,
James, Mike, Art and the rest of
the Mugge team already have five
podium finishes and appear to
have secured James' goal of a top-
three ranking and Rookie of the
Year title in the Evergreen Speed-
way Super Stocks.

Not a bad way to wrap up any
rookie year.  

Art Elferts

The Super Stocks run a 406-cid GM crate motor. The sealed 400-horsepower engines help reduce the cost for teams.

The car James

drives in the

Super Stocks at

Evergreen

Speedway

originally was

built for Billy

Coates to run in

the Late Model

Challenge

Series.
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� Steve Heeb
Born and raised in Germany,

Mike Mugge came to America in
1973 to be with relatives who
lived in Everett, Wash.

Through an uncle, Bob Miller,
Mike became involved with the
hydroplane circuit.

“I helped him out but I was just
a kid of 17 or 18,” Mike says of
pitching in with his uncle’s boat
racing. “We raced at Tri Cities and
Lake Washington.”

Mike took up hot rods, includ-
ing a ’63 Falcon Ranchero street
car.

“I got married and had three
kids,” Mike says of he and wife
Kathy’s growing family. “So we
started looking for things to do.
Fishing and baseball.”

His love of motorsports natu-
rally led to finding a way to get
his children involved.

“We went out and bought some
fun karts,” Mike explains. “We
bought three identical karts and it

evolved from there.”
“We raced in the neighborhoods

until we got in trouble,” says son
James, who was 9 at the time.  

“Then we bought a used racing
kart at Revord Motors and took it
out to the race track at Jackson
Prairie,” Mike recalls.  “We blew
that motor up. The kart looked
nice, but it was old.”

Promoter Jamie Guenther
stepped up and helped the Mugge
family get back on track.

“He came out with a motor and
helped us get it set up,” Mike
says.

James continued racing karts
for 11 seasons, until the once 9-
year-old novice had grown up and
was a college student at Shoreline.  

James realized enormous suc-
cess in kart racing, winning cham-
pionships in all divisions of kart
racing he participated in.  He cred-
its much of his success to Jack
Lehman at Kart-O-Rama and
Mike Collins at Collins Racing

Engines.
“The karts got more expensive

and I just couldn’t get the time
off,” James says of his eventual
decision to drop kart racing from
his busy schedule.

Car racing at Evergreen Speed-
way would prove to be the solu-
tion for James.

“The Bomber cars were only
one day a week,” James says of
the lighter schedule. “I could work
on a car at night.”

Mike recalls his son’s first ex-
periences with the Bombers mir-
roring the early kart woes.

“We bought a used car at
Christmas and were looking for-
ward to the first practice in
March,” Mike says of James’
debut. “He blew the motor up 12
laps into the practice.”

Once again, the racing commu-
nity jumped to the rescue.

“Myron Gemmer helped build a
motor in time for the first race,”
Mike says. “We ran it all year.”

James piloted the '78 Camaro to
one win the first year and took
Evergreen Speedway’s 2005
Bomber Rookie of the Year hon-
ors.

Mike and James had another
Camaro built with the help of
many friends, including Myron’s
help with refreshing the motor.

“It made 1.5 seconds difference
in lap times,” James says of the
car’s improvement on Evergreen’s
3/8-mile inner oval. “And more
than two seconds on the bigger
track.”

The improved performance
translated to continued success at
the races.

“I finished third in the points
during my second year." James
says.  “And won the Bombers race
at the 2007 Washington 500.”

James won a total of seven
races altogether in his three-year
Bomber career.

For the 2008 season, James set
his sights on late model racing in

James Mugge repeats rookie success in Bombers
during first season in Super Stocks at Evergreen

Mike Mugge,

left, has

watched son

James rise

through the

karts and

Bomber ranks

before stepping

into the Super

Stocks division

at Evergreen

Speedway this

season.

Mission accomplishedMission accomplished

On the big 5/8-mile oval at Evergreen Speedway during the Washington 500, James posted a runner-up finish, similar to finish a few weeks earlier during Yakima Speedway’s Apple Cup.
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