Fast.. Faster. Iet/riazrre!

Jayson Seibert bucks Mustang family tradition, favoring Fairlane’s fine lines

M Steve Heeb

It was about 30 years ago that
Jayson Seibert of Shelton,
Wash., first took up racing. It
was the two-wheel variety back
then.

He started racing BMX bicy-
cles at various venues including
Bremerton, Monroe and River
Valley, and made it to a 17th-
place state ranking among the
many bike riders in Washing-
ton.

“Ialways liked to go fast,” he
says, recalling days when his
father Gene Seibert used to take
him to the races at Skagit and to
annual events like the Fox
Hunt. “It’s in my blood.”

His quest for speed really got
kick started when he took up
motorcycles in 1984, racing his
Coyote Racing CR-125 Honda
up and down the West Coast.

During the 1984 season,
Jayson clinched the Rookie-of-
the-Year title en route to win-
ning the AMA state champi-
onship.

But his success came from
plenty of hard work.

“I had to get things ready
every day,” he says of preparing
the motorcycle. “There was a
lot of general maintenance on
the bike.”

After six seasons, Jayson was
ready for something new, and
turned to drag racing.

“The transition was pretty
smooth,” he says of the move
from motorcycles to cars. “And
at the start it was less money
than the bikes.”

In 1991, Jayson arrived at the
dragstrip with a Ford Fairlane
500.

“1 found it here in town from
the original owner,” he says of

On race day, Jayson and Heidi Seibert, right, are joined by a crew that includes, from left, Jesse Potter, Kyle Slater,
Chris Amold, Jerry Marshall and Hans Mak.

the car he has been racing ever
since. “It was a grandma car
that had been driven by feel.”

Jayson admits a bias for the
Blue Oval camp.

“I'm from a Ford family,” he
explains. “Everyone had Mus-
tangs. But the Fairlanes are
rarer and 1 like the body lines.”

Jayson had to prep the car for
racing in the Sportsman
bracket.

“I did a general restoration
with a new motor and rearend,”
he says of the ongoing project.
“I made basic changes to make
it go faster.”

Jayson took the 1995 season
off to concentrate on a major
overhaul of the Fairlane, con-
verting to a chassis car so he
could compete in Super Pro.

“The biggest change in

classes was that stock sus-
pended cars leave very vio-
lently,” he says of the hard
launches in Sportsman. “But a
properly set up car is much
smoother.”

He now races the car in both
Super Pro and Super Gas com-
petitions.

The car tips the scales at
3,000 pounds, but the 557-cid
big block Ford has no problem
running 8.98-sccond laps at 152
mph. A pair of 11.50 Dominator
carburetors and a Powerglide
transmission help transfer
power to the 16x15x33-inch
Hoosiers.

However, Jayson has man-
aged to update the car’s per-
formance while retaining much
of the car’s vintage charm.

“I've kept it as original as 1
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Powered by a 557-cid
big block Ford motor,
far left, Jayson's Fairlane
still retains the original
door panels and working
windows, left, and even
is still licensed for street
use, right. However, the
only road trips Jayson
makes in this Fairlane

could,” he says. “It has the orig-
inal door panels and the win-
dows still work. It’s even still
licensed.”

Jayson owns CFM Autobody
and is capable of handling
much of the work required to
keep the Wimbledon Whiter
racer on the track.

“I knew I had to learn how to
do it,” Jayson says of becoming
a body man by trade. “You have
to love what you do to do this.”

He also credits Dave Bliss for
his help with the engine work,
and thanks Tony Desiderato,
Mark Zamzow and Kyle Slater
for their support.

“And my wife Heidi,” Jayson
chimes in. “Just for putting up
with me.”

“He’s easier to put up with
while he’s racing,” Heidi

B

laughs.

The couple has three chil-
dren: Kayla, 18; Brandi, 16; and
Trevor, 14.

“The kids used to come with
us to the races when they were
younger,” Heidi says. “Racing
has been our camping and fam-
ily vacations.”

While the interest in racing
has somewhat faded for the
older girls, Trevor still plays an
active role on race day.

“He likes coming to the track
and helping with the car,” Heidi
says of Trevor. “He wants to
build a car for when he is 16.”

“He’ll get to pick what he
wants,” Jayson says of not hold-
ing his son to the Ford tradition.
“But what he really wants is a
Ford Falcon. So we’re looking
for one of them.”

Until then, Jayson will keep
competing in the Fairlane at
Northwest venues including
Bremerton, Pacific Raceways,
Woodburn and even north of the
border to Mission, B.C.

He recalls one racing trip far-
ther into Canada where he en-
countered a little culture shock.

“I was helping Kim Stacy on
a trip to Ashcroft,” Jayson re-
calls of the mid-"90s road trip.
“The town people were very
welcoming, but the atmosphere
at the track was more tense to-
ward the Americans. I was re-
ally surprised.”

He notes that an incident like
that stands out more because it
happens so rarely among the
racing community.

“However, we just went to
Mission and that was a great
trip,” Jayson adds. “The track
staff and the racers there all
were great.”
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The braintrust of NorthSound Racing, KRKO Radio’s Northwest motorsports program, from left, Gaylon Stewart, Carla
Heath, Steve Mortland and Sheri Berg. The team aired its landmark 100th program Aug. 19.

CENTURY MARK
NorthSound celebrates 100th show

M Steve Heeb

Three years ago, NorthSound
Racing began bringing the local
motorsports scene to the air-
waves on Everett-based KRKO
1380 AM radio.

On Aug. 19, Steve Mortland,
Carla Heath and Gaylon Stewart
celebrated the team’s 100th

What do you do when your crew airs its 100th program? Gather a couple hundred friends, supporters and Northwest
race fans for drinks, good times and a live broadcast from the Cactus Moon Saloon in Everett, Wash.

broadeast with a live remote
show from the Cactus Moon Sa-
loon in Everett.

With a collection of race cars
on the outside, and a healthy
gathering of Northwest race fans
inside, Paul and Robin Holman’s
tavern certainly became the hub
of the Northwest motorsports

community for the night.

What’s in store for the next
100 shows? Tune in to 1380 AM
from 8-10 p.m. Thursdays to
find out.

Archived shows, including the
100th celebration, can be heard
at anytime via their website:
www.northsoundracing.com.
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can be measured in
quarter-mile increments.

A variety of racing vehicles on display outside the Cactus Moon Saloon included racers provided by John Carlson,
Naima Lang, Danny Kirkpatrick, Gaylen Turner, Joe Kneeland and Jesse Branham.
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