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� Steve Heeb
Jim Ellingson first started rac-

ing at the Deer Park Dragstrip in
the late ’60s behind the wheel of a
’57 Chevy. His early dabbling in
the sport was short-lived and he
was pretty much away from it al-
together for a decade until he
started helping with Rick
Markham’s Eagle One roadster in
1979.

A few years later, Jim was back
at the track as a driver.

“In 1982, I started bracket rac-
ing a ’68 Chevelle wagon at
Spokane Raceway Park,” the Col-
bert, Wash., resident recalls.
“Later I picked up a ’68 Camaro
to race AHRA’s 10.90 class.”

Through the seasons, Jim also
raced a ’71 Vega and a ’72 Nova
in the AHRA 10.90 class, as well
as a ’73 Maverick in the NHRA’s
Super Street class.

“Then came a ’34 Chevy road-
ster I raced in Super Gas for four
years,” Jim says.

During that time, Jim’s daugh-
ter Megan was following in her
father’s racing footsteps.

“I started racing in high
school,” Megan says of represent-
ing Gonzaga Prep during the High
School Drags at Spokane Race-
way Park.

She was a sophomore at the
time and was driving a ’73 Pon-
tiac Phoenix. She returned as a
junior with a ’79 Malibu, and
again as a senior with a ’72 Nova.

“I’d been going to the races
since I was five,” Megan says. “I
had a real advantage from watch-
ing my dad and Rick Markham.”

Megan and other kids who al-
ready had experience at the race
track definitely had an edge by
being familiar with common ac-
tivities such as staging, which may
seem daunting to a student com-
peting for the first time.

Last winter, Jim picked up a ’68
Chevelle decked out with
turquoise and fuchsia graphics.

“I bought it as a complete car
but put the drive train from the
roadster into it,” Jim says of his
current racer. “I was never really
comfortable in the roadster. I feel
a lot more comfortable in a door
car.”

A Steve Schmidt-built 555-cid
big block Chevy motor pulls the

Chevelle through quarter-mile
laps in 10.90 seconds at 146 mph.

Jim won Super Street during the
2002 divisional race at Pacific
Raceways, and also has advanced
to the semifinals at one national
event and a quarterfinal round at
another.

Megan also has found success
at the dragstrip. Her modest stash
of trophies from various bracket
races includes a pair of king of the
hill victories from bracket racing
and the AHRA high school
drags.

“I raced as much as I could
during high school,” Megan ex-
plains, though her racing would
be more limited while she at-

tended Gonzaga University. “I
struggled to balance full-time
studies, a full-time job, and rac-
ing while I was in college, but
still did everything I could to get
to the track.”

During that time Megan shared
seat time with her father racing the
Nova, but after college took about
eight years off from racing to
start a career and be able to pur-
chase her own car and motor
combination.

She bought her current ’75
Monza three years ago. A 461-cid
big block Chevy motor helps
Megan run the 10.90 index at 135
mph, but the car is capable of
passes in the high 9’s at 139 mph

when she runs it flat out.
“It’s the favorite of the cars I’ve

raced by far,” she says. “I’m com-
fortable in the car.”

Megan competes in the same
Super Street class as her father.

“We’ve never had to race each
other yet,” Jim says of facing
Megan in competition.

“But I’m looking forward to it,”
Megan smiles.

Jim and Megan’s racing sched-
ule is made up of four or five Di-
vision Six meets, the NHRA Na-
tionals at Pacific Raceways, and
other select events on the west
coast including Phoenix, Tucson,
and Las Vegas.

“Traveling is a family thing,”
Megan says. “We like to travel
with Todd Hoerner and his fam-
ily.”

Jim keeps both cars in Spokane
where he and John Vandervert of
Vandervert Automotive Services
maintain the cars between
events. 

The team has two trailers to
transport the cars to whichever
track the group will be competing
at.

Megan, whose work as a Pro-
gram Manager at Microsoft keeps
her tied to the other side of the
state in Seattle, often goes straight
to the track and meets up with the
group on race day.

“I’m glad to see her doing
well,” Jim says of their mutual in-
terest in racing. “I’m very proud
of her.”

“Watching dad race and how
much he and I love it,” Megan of-
fers. “That’s the reason I do this.” 

Passion for racing spans state for Ellingson family

Though Megan’s Monza is caged and tubbed, the silver racer still features the original operating hatchback.

Jim Ellingson’s ’68 Chevelle sports a

555-cid big block Chevy powerplant,

left, while daughter Megan’s ’75

Monza gets its boost from a 461-cid

big block Chevy, right. 

Although both Jim

Ellingson, right, and

daughter Megan

compete in the Super

Street class, they have

yet to face each other in

competition. Yet. When that

does happen, it is certain to be a

win-win round for Peggy Ellingson,

who has provided tireless support for

husband Jim and daughter Megan as they

both pursue a mutual passion for drag racing.
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extremely popular. Meira is one of
the most likeable drivers, and has
the unfortunate distinction of
being the best driver not yet to
win an IndyCar Series race.

Meira made the move of the
race on a lap 159 restart. Ed Car-
penter had the lead after not pit-
ting. 

Dixon immediately took the
lead on the low side, with Meira
following suit. Meira then
threaded the needle, getting by
Dixon on the high side before hit-
ting the first turn.

“Scott had a good restart,”
Meira said. “I took advantage of
the slipstream and as soon as I
saw space outside right after we
passed Carpenter, I went there and
I went for some clean air but then
the car kept rolling and kept
going. I’ve got to take that.”

Dixon beat Meira out of the pits
on the final round of pit stops, and
rode that advantage to the win.
Still, his second runner-up finish
in four years at Indy boosted
Meira’s confidence.

“We will be very good from
here on,” Meira said. “We will
gain on the big teams. Sometimes
more, sometimes less.”

� Being that it was Memorial
Day weekend, Meira paid homage
to his team’s National Guard
sponsorship and the troops.

“If I do on the race track as
good as they do serving us, I
would win every race,” Meira
said. “But they have to do it every
day. Today, I was almost as good
as they are every day.”

� There were eight cautions in
this year’s Indy 500, and they
were spaced out to the point
where teams didn’t need to make
green-flag pit stops.

� Two-time Indy 500 winner
Emerson Fittipaldi drove the
Chevy Corvette pace car for this
year’s race.

Fittipaldi won the 1993 race for
Roger Penske. During the May 24
public drivers meeting, Penske
mentioned his former driver when
telling this year’s drivers what

would happen at the start of the
race.

“Emerson’s in the pace car,”
Penske said. “When he comes off
turn four, hopefully he turns into
the pits.”

For the record, Fittipaldi indeed
did just that.

� There has been talk of com-
ing out with a totally new IndyCar
design in the next couple of years.
Wheldon thinks that is a big mis-
take.

“I don’t want us to be doing
new cars,” Wheldon said. “It will
cost the teams a ton of money. The
racing we have right now is excit-
ing. We need to keep the continu-
ity.”

Keep in mind Wheldon drives
for a team that has battled for the
title each year since getting the
Honda powerplant for the 2006
season. Transitioning teams from
the former Champ Car World Se-
ries have plenty of ground to
make up, in particular on the
ovals.

All of which of raises a simple
question: Would Wheldon be
singing the same tune if he wasn’t
with one of the established, domi-
nant IRL teams?

� Scheckter ran the Indy 500
for the Luczo Dragon Racing
team, co-owned by Jay Penske.
Whereas last year the team was
essentially running a third car for
Jay’s father Roger, this year the
team didn’t get Team Penske
equipment.

“I went to Jay and said, ‘Jay,
let’s get some stuff from (Team)
Penske,’” Scheckter said, shaking
his head. “Man, I don’t think Jay
got any lunch money from his dad
growing up.”

� One of the great parts about
Indy is all of the pre-race activity,
especially on race day. Whether it
be Jim Nabors singing (he was
back this year after missing the
2007 race due to illness) or the re-
leasing of thousands of balloons,
there are many traditions which
make Indy unique.

For me, there are two neat parts
early on race day morning. One is
getting to the track at about 5:30
a.m. to get pictures of the pagoda

beautifully lit up against the dark
morning sky.

And then there is the commo-
tion at 6 a.m. A cannon goes off at
that time, the public gates open,
car horns go honking and ‘Yee-
haw!’ yells can be heard from all
around the 2.5-mile track.

Turns out I wasn’t the only one
noticing the early morning sounds.

“I went to bed early and got
woken up by that God awful can-
non that goes off at six in the
morning,” Dixon said after the
race. “The dogs in the motor
home were barking after that. So I
was up quite early.”

� Another unique aspect at
Indy is the lack of on-track activ-
ity the week before the race. The
last day of qualifying takes place
the Sunday before the race day.
The only on-track activity after
that is the hour-long Carb Day
practice two days before the race.

At least it’s supposed to be an
hour. This year’s final practice
went 12 minutes before being
called due to rain. The wet stuff
also cancelled the annual pit stop
competition.

� The annual American Auto
Racing Writers and Broadcasters
Association breakfast was held
May 24. Indianapolis Motor
Speedway president Joie Chit-
wood noted the facility is celebrat-
ing its 100th anniversary in 2009.

Starting next year, a $100 mil-
lion project kicks off that will lead
to a totally revamped entrance to
the track.

“It will be a new front door to
the track,” Chitwood said.

� Husband and wife drag rac-
ing duo Tommy Johnson Jr. and
Melanie Troxel spoke at the
breakfast as well. The two are
competing against each other in
the NHRA PowerAde Funny Car
class this year, the first time
they’ve been competing in the
same class.

Johnson noted he’s in a lose-
lose situation if he races against
his wife.

“If I win I’m sleeping on the
couch, if I lose I’m sleeping on the
couch,” Johnson quipped as
laughter filled the room.
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Support your local shutterbugs!

HOTSHOTS
C O N T R I B U T I N G  N O R T H W E S T  P H O T O G R A P H E R S

Here is contact information for a few of the contributing photographers who

regularly submit their work for publication in Inside Track or ITWeekly.

Please contact them directly if you would like to purchase their photos.


