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At the 2008 Jim Raper Memor-

ial Dirt Cup, Craig Agan, Na-
tional Sprint Car Hall of Fame
marketing director, presented the
360 Promoter of the Year award
to the Wilskey family for its work
with the Northwest Sprint Chal-
lenge Series in 2007.

The North American 360
Sprint Car Poll is an annual
awards program of the National
Sprint Car Hall of Fame & Mu-
seum Foundation, Inc. of
Knoxville, Iowa. The North
American 360 Sprint Car Poll
voting panel is comprised of
media members, promoters, sanc-
tioning officials and manufactur-
ers.

The announcement came in
December from the National
Sprint Car Hall of Fame, and due
to a tie in the voting, Glenn
Styres of the Ohsweken Speed-
way in Ontario, Canada and The
Wilskey family of the Northwest
Sprint Challenge Series (NSCS)
will share the “360 Promoter of
the Year” honors for 2007.

“The credit for this award re-
ally belongs to the entire NSCS,
the competitors, the promoters
and most importantly the fans,”
Dick Wilskey said. “Without all
of them there wouldn’t have been
an NSCS.”

Team members included
Shawna Wilskey, Dick Wilskey,
Jan Wilskey, Rick Terry, Sandi
Terry, Larry McNulty, Cheryl
McNulty, Jake Francis, Dawn

Morrison, Howard Beck, Tammy
Walker, Rick Haskell, Liz
Haskell, Fred Rannard Jr. and
Andrew Kunas.

Plenty of hard work went into
assembling the series. New rules
had to be written, a team had to
be assembled, logos designed,
souvenirs and souvenir trailers

designed and procured, proce-
dures and processes written, con-
tracts revised and negotiated, in-
surance procured, vehicles
bought, websites designed and
sponsors sought. And this team
pulled it off in a very short
amount of time.

The series had 21 dates sched-

uled at: Skagit Speedway in
Alger, Wash.; Grays Harbor
Raceway in Elma, Wash.; Yakima
Raceway in Yakima, Wash.; Cot-
tage Grove Speedway in Cottage
Grove, Ore.; Willamette Speed-
way in Lebanon, Ore.; and
Southern Oregon Speedway in
Medford, Ore.
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Wilskey family members, from left, Dick, Jan, and Shawna were presented with the 2007 National 360

Sprint Car Promoters of the Year award from Craig Agan of the National Sprint Car Hall of Fame on June 21

at Skagit Speedway. The Wilskey family was selected for their operation of the inaugural season of the

Northwest Sprint Challenge Series.

Wilskeys named 2007 Promotors of the Year
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� Kelly Hart
Always a highlight on the Ad-

vance Auto Parts World of Out-
laws Sprint Car Series schedule
is the annual visit to the scenic
Pacific Northwest and the two
nights of racing Aug. 29-30 at
Skagit Speedway that encom-
pass part of the Gold Rush Tour.

The series, which is celebrat-
ing its 30th anniversary this
year, competed for the first time
at the 0.3-mile in their inaugural
season of 1978, with Hall of
Famer Doug Wolfgang winning
both events.

The following season saw two
more Hall of Fame drivers win
with the series, as three-time se-
ries titlist Sammy Swindell was
victorious, along with Jack He-
witt.

Other winners in World of
Outlaws action at the always
racy track are a venerable
‘Who’s Who’ of sprint car rac-
ing including: 20-time series
champion Steve Kinser, who
began the 2008 season with 543
A-Feature wins with the series,
as well as former series cham-
pion and current NASCAR star
Dave Blaney. 

Along with Wolfgang, Blaney
is the only driver that has three
victories in World of Outlaws
events at Skagit. Also, two-time
defending series champion
Donny Schatz of Fargo, North
Dakota has a win at the track, as
he was victorious in a prelimi-
nary feature in 2006.

Joey Saldana won at the track
in 2002. The native of Browns-
burg, Indiana currently drives
for NASCAR star and Enum-
claw, Washington native Kasey
Kahne, who is the current track
record holder in time trials.

Adding some additional
Washington flavor to the mix is
former Skagit Speedway track
champion Chad Hillier who will
be in action again this season.
The native of Burlington, is in
his second full season compet-
ing with the World of Outlaws
and is the only driver in the his-
tory of the track to earn a title in
all three sprint car divisions. He
has 21 career wins at the track,
where he fondly remembers at-
tending weekly races as a boy,
as he dreamed of one day racing

at Skagit.
The World of Outlaws have

competed a total of 15 times at
Skagit Speedway dating back to
1978, with 10 different drivers
visiting the winner’s circle. Six
different drivers have earned
wins with the series in their last
seven visits to the track. Four
drivers currently competing full-
time with the series have visited
Victory Lane at the track.

Among the drivers that will
be looking for their first win at
the track with the series are:
California native Jason Meyers,
Terry McCarl of Iowa, who is a
multi-time track champion at the
famed Knoxville Raceway in his
home state, Australian Kerry
Madsen, Chad Kemenah of
Ohio, who was the series top
rookie in 2006, the 2003 World
of Outlaws Rookie of the Year
Jason Sides, who set fast time
last season at Skagit, veteran Jac
Haudenschild of Ohio, Daryn
Pittman of Oklahoma, 2001 se-
ries champion Danny Lasoski,
rookie Lucas Wolfe, veteran
Tim Shaffer of Pennsylvania,
second-year driver Sam Hafer-
tepe Jr. of Texas, Justin Hender-
son of South Dakota, Kraig
Kinser, the 2004 series top
rookie and son of Steve Kinser,
Tony Bruce Jr. of Kansas and
2005 World of Outlaws Rookie
of the Year Shane Stewart of
Oklahoma, who won the Dirt
Cup at the track in 2004.

Craig Dollansky was victori-
ous at Skagit last season, pock-
eting $25,000 for his win in the
finale of the two-day event. He
was running third with less than
10 laps to go, when Steve
Kinser had a mechanical failure
in the driveline of his car, end-
ing his night. After Joey Saldana
who was running second lifted
off the throttle, expecting the
caution flag to fly, Dollansky
charged past him and into the
lead. After he took the lead, the
caution flag did in fact fly.

On the ensuing restart, Dol-
lansky, a native of Elk River,
Minnesota, powered to a size-
able advantage and as the laps
wound down, and he stealthfully
worked his way through traffic.

Saldana would finish second,

World of Outlaws
ready to invade Skagit

Brooke Tatnell (2) and Daryn Pittman battle for the lead during last years

World of Outlaws preliminary Feature at Skagit Speedway. The World of

Outlaws returns to Skagit Aug. 29-30.

with Tim Shaffer third, Terry
McCarl fourth and Jeremy
Campbell fifth. Randy Hanna-
gan was sixth, with Washington
native Jason Solwold in sev-
enth, Kerry Madsen eighth,
Donny Schatz ninth and Jason
Sides 10th.

“It’s great to win a race like
that,” said Dollansky, after his
win last season. “I don’t think
the track could have been any
better for the amount of rain
that they had. The track opened
up nice. Anytime you have a
track where you can run the top
and the bottom you could do a
lot of things out there. Steve
Beitler and his crew did a great
job with the race track and it
was great that we were able to
get it in.”

The opening night of the two-
day event found Brooke Tatnell
in the winner’s circle for the
second time in his career at the
track, followed by Kinser, Sol-
wold, Tim Shaffer and Kerry
Madsen.

This season, nearly 20 of the
best sprint car drivers in the
world are currently on tour with
the Advance Auto Parts World
of Outlaws, as they compete
over 80 times from coast-to-
coast. 

With the point championship
heading into the home stretch,
the two night event at Skagit
Speedway will be a key part of
helping determine the 2008 se-
ries champion, and as always
will be one of the most enter-
taining events of the year.

Continued on page 15
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Hodgson on the restart to claim
fourth. By lap 14 Crockett had
moved to second while Solwold
was up to fourth.

Solwold took third on lap 18
from Brock Lemley, and soon
was engaged in a great battle with
Crockett for second.

Solwold and Crockett ex-
changed numerous slide jobs, de-
spite Crockett running with a
damaged front wing.

“The nose wing fell off again,”
Crockett said. “I’m tired of that
happening. It happened at Dirt
Cup, too. But it was cool to race
Jason like that. It was pretty darn
fun.”

Solwold enjoyed the battle as
well, though  it came at a cost.

“That was a good race,” the
former World of Outlaws regular
said. “But I used up my left rear
racing Crockett. I tried to pass too
early, and was sliding around the
track. Anytime you slide around,
it’s hard on the tires.”

Crockett noted he had a front
wing mount break during hot laps
Wednesday at Willamette, and
had the same thing happen early
in Friday’s feature. Crockett said
it was impossible to know if the
outcome would have been differ-
ent in Elma if not for the mishap.

“On lap 5 the mounts broke
again,” he said. “That happened
so early, who knows what could
have happened. You don’t know.”

While those two engaged in a
tight battle, Lasoski simply mo-
tored away. It was the type of
night Lasoski was hoping to have
after disappointments such as
being pinned into the wall while
battling Crockett for the lead
Wednesday night.

“We didn’t know for sure we’d
have a night like that, but we were
hoping,” Lasoski said.

Casey Adams coasted to a stop
on lap 28 to bring out the yellow.
That gave Solwold one more
chance to make a move.

Then again, maybe not.
“Not with (Lasoski) in open

track like that,” Solwold said.
Once the green fell for the last

time, Lasoski comfortably stayed
in front to take the win, his third
at the Elma track.

Many figured Crockett and
Solwold would move up once the
race started. But that didn’t con-
cern Lasoski.

“They’re always tough,” said
Lasoski, who is running for the
Knoxville Raceway 410 track title
in Iowa and may be in Elma Sat-
urday, depending on the weather
in Iowa. “I really didn’t think
about it. I knew (crew chief) Paul
Silva would have the car very
good. And he did.”

Friday’s four heat races were

won by Crockett, Lemley, Seth
Bergman and Lasoski. 

Night 6

Crockett wins 
in Elma finale 
to finish Speedweek

Roger Crockett’s team had
won Northwest Speedweek be-
fore.

Crockett himself had won
Speedweek before.

Combine the forces, and the re-
sults from Speedweek 2008
weren’t too surprising.

Crockett wrapped up the week
by winning the finale of the Ever-
green State Sprint Challenge at
Grays Harbor Raceway on Satur-
day, his fourth win in the six
nights that made up Speedweek.

In Saturday’s race, shortened
from 40 laps to 30 due to con-
cerns about tires, Crockett started
fourth and immediately took sec-
ond at the start. Crockett then
waited until lap 15 to take the
lead from polesitter Jeff Hodgson,
who slid up in turn four.

Crockett, who also won this
event in 2005, led the rest of the
way to win over Hodgson, Jason
Solwold, Mike Melwicks and Jay
Cole, who won the event when it
was last run in 2006.

For his effort, Crockett took
home the $5,000 top prize. The
2003 Speedweek champion, driv-
ing for the team that won from
2000-2002 with Steve Kent be-
hind the wheel, won this year’s
Speedweek crown with 882
points. Jared Ridge and Kyle
Hirst tied for second with 816
points.

“It’s really cool,” Crockett said
of winning Speedweek. “We basi-
cally dominated Speedweek this
year. In this day and age, with the
competition there is, it’s hard to
dominate like that. To do that is
really, really cool.”

Crockett started fourth due to
the pill draw, and knew limited
passing opportunities would put a
premium on the initial start.

“The key was the start,” he
said. “Everybody went to the bot-
tom. I had a good feeling I could
get one (position) at the start. I
went to the outside and got a cou-
ple of cars. I got into a position to
wait for the v8 car (Hodgson) to
slip up and make a mistake.”

While running second, Crock-
ett figured he would have to make
his winning pass on the bottom.

“I knew everybody was going
straight to the bottom,” he said.
“It got so dry early, the track put
rubber down early. I could see
that happening in the B-Main. It
was pretty obvious that was going
to happen.”

For the most part, Speedweek
2008 was a two-man show be-
tween Crockett and Danny La-
soski, the former World of Outlaw
champion who drove the Doyle’s
Harley-Davidson car Crockett
used to so successfully pilot. La-
soski raced Saturday at Knoxville
Raceway, and the team didn’t
compete after winning Friday’s
Elma race.

“There were a lot of other cars
to worry about besides him,”
Crockett said of Lasoski. “He was
probably the closest to us in
speed, but we were faster than
him all week. If we had not had
the front wing problem Friday, we
could have battled him.”

Saturday’s four heat races were
won by Henry Van Dam, Phillip
Del Rosa, Marc Mackay and
Brock Lemley.

After starting Speedweek with
a sixth-place finish at Medford
July 14, Crockett didn’t finish
lower than third the rest of the
week.

“We were off a little bit the first
night,” said Crockett, who is sec-
ond on the Speedweek career win
list with 11 victories. “The drier
tracks are better for our car.
(Owner) Roger Henderson is the
one that makes all the calls, and
he made the right ones.”

ASCS Northwest Region teams
next compete in the non-points
Brodix Tournament of Champi-
ons Sunday, Aug. 3 at the famed
Knoxville Raceway in Knoxville,
Iowa. The next points race for the
series is Sunday, Aug. 31 at GHR.

For more on the ASCS North-
west Region, please visit
www.ascsnorthwest.com.

SPEED WEEK
Continued from Page 11

NIGHT 5: Oregon's Todd Zeitler flipped in spectacular fashion during the

fourth heat July 18 at Grays Harbor Raceway in Elma, Wash. The driver was

not injured but he did not return to competition. 

ASCS
SPEED WEEK
JULY 14-19, 2008

Monday, July 14

Southern Oregon Speedway
1. Jonathan Allard
2. Jayme Barnes
3. Brock Lemley
4. Kyle Hirst
5. Dan Menne

Tuesday, July 15

Cottage Grove Speedway
1. Roger Crockett
2. Jared Ridge
3. Danny Lasoski
4. Brock Lemley
5. Jason Solwold

Wednesday, July 16

Willamette Speedway
1. Roger Crockett
2. Jason Solwold
3. Brock Lemley
4. Jay Cole
5. Jared Ridge

Thursday, July 17

Sunset Speedway Park
1. Roger Crockett
2. Danny Lasoski
3. Jay Cole
4. Seth Bergman
5. Kyle Hirst

Friday, July 18

Grays Harbor Raceway
1. Danny Lasoski
2. Jason Solwold
3. Roger Crockett
4. Jay Cole
5. Jared Ridge

Saturday, July 19

Grays Harbor Raceway 
1. Roger Crockett
2. Jeff Hodgson
3. Jason Solwold
4. Mike Melwicks
5. Jay Cole

2008 Northwest Speedweek points
1. Roger Crockett.....................882
2. Jared Ridge ............................816

Kyle Hirst ...............................816
4. Brock Lemley..........................800
5. Jay Cole .................................781
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