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Even with a solid history of racing dragsters, Jim Funderburg, left, and son Dan hold the motorcycle championships at Bremerton Raceway and Pacific Raceways, respectively.

Thunderin’ Funderburgs

Father-son team rockets to top, racing on four wheels or two

W Steve Heeb

Next year will mark the 40th
year since Jim Funderburg began
his racing career. There’s been
plenty of change since the racer
out of Burien, Wash., originally
began fielding a Corvete at Mis-
sion Raceway Park in 1969-70.

Leap forward 20 years.

In 1990, Jim began a six-year
stint in a 72 Nova competing at
Pacific Raceways and divisional
events. It was during that time
that son Dan made his debut in a
somewhat smaller race car.

“I started racing in 1993,” Dan
recalls. “1 was 10 years old in the
Junior Dragsters.

“The Junior Dragsters is the
best program ['ve scen in my
life,” Jim says of the entry-level
division for bringing young driv-
ers into the sport.

Dan took to racing well, cam-
ing runner-up in Pacific Race-
ways’ standings for 1996, and
then nabbing the track title the
following two seasons.

In addition to the track champi-
onship in 1997, Dan also won that
year’s Division 6 title for 14-17
year olds and camned a spot in the
inaugural national champion race
in Denver.

With Dan in a Junior Dragster,
Jim began racing a 155-inch
wheelbase Super Comp dragster
in 1996. Jim’s Black Magic drag-
ster sported a 900-horsepower
fucl-injected smallblock Chevy.

Jim recalls a scary incident dur-
ing the late 1990s.

“I had a serious wreck at Bre-
merton,” he reflects. “At 150 mph
the dragster got airborne. The

Jim Funderburg is the reigning motorcycle champ at Bremerton, while son Dan holds that honor at Pacific Raceways.

After being runner-up in the 1996 Junior Dragster rankings during his rookie season at Pacific Raceways, Dan
Funderburg earned the title outright the following two years, as well as the Division 6 Junior Dragsters 14-17 year olds
championship in 1997, which earned him a spot to compete in the first national championship race in Denver.
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brakes locked up while the car
was in midair. It broke all the ro-
tors and calipers.”

The brush with disaster did not
discourage the Funderburgs from
racing dragsters, and Dan picked
up one of his ow

“At 16 1 started in a 215-inch
Super Comp dragster,” Dan ex-
plains. He piloted the 750-hp
dragster to the Renegade track
championship during his first sca-
son. He also got a Super Comp
win during Bremerton’s National
Open event in 2002.

“We raced at Pacific Raceways
on Fridays and went straight from
there to Yakima to race Saturday,”
Jim says of their busy race calen-
dar. “We left there at 1 am. so we
could be at Bremerton to race
Sunday.”

“Having someone who has
been around really shortens the
leamning curve,” Dan says of his
father’s advice at the race track.
Dad knows the ins and outs of
racing and shows you every-

Yes, the Funderburgs seemed
very comfortable in the dragsters
at the time.

And then it happened.

“They came out one weekend
and saw my bike,” explains mo-
torcycle racer Milo Bennett.
“They decided they would race
their street bikes.”

Jim and Dan certainly were no
strangers to motorcycles away
from the dragstrip.

“I started Dan out on a motor-
cycle when he was 4,7 Jim
laughs. “I only had one kid so I
could afford to spoil him.”
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Before making the switch to motorcycles, Jim competed at Northwest dragstrips in his “Black Magic” dragster in the Super Comp ranks.

In fact, Dan’s current daily
commuter is a Suzuki Bandit.

“We brought the street bikes
out just for fun,” Jim says of their
first experience racing motorcy-
cles in the fall of 2006. “Then we
went out and bought a pair of
drag bikes.”

Dan got a *82 Suzuki GS1100
dragbike with a 1260cc motor.
Jim favored a Kawasaki ZX-11
with a Track Dynamix chassis.

“It’s a regular Pro Stock bike,”
Jim says of his Kawasaki. “Runs
9 seconds flat at 150 mph.

“Jim bought the red bike from
Scott Pollocheck in Medford,”
Milo says. “Then they put the
dragsters up for sale.”

Concentrating on their new
niche certainly paid off in 2007,
as Dan won the motorcycle title at
Pacific Raceways while Jim took
the championship at Bremerton.
In fact, Dan was runner up behind
Jim at Bremerton and Jim took
third at Pacific Raceways.

“They are really straight for-
ward good racers,” notes former
motorcycle champion Joe Lind.

Joe is a seasoned veteran in the
motorcycle ranks at both Bremer-
ton and Pacific Raceways.

“I wish they’d go back to rac-
ing the dragsters and leave us
two-wheel guys alone,” Joe says
jokingly.

But the Funderburgs are well
invested in their new bracket.
Their *93 Bluebird bus hauls a
28-foot Haulmark trailer with five
motorcycles stored inside. Three
drag bikes and two street bikes
make up their race day fleet.

Dan says the converted bus

they had bought five years ago in
a divorce auction sports a Cum-
mins turbo diesel and managed
more than 13 mpg pulling the 28-
foot trailer on the trek to Med-
ford, Ore.

With all the time the father and
son team spends on the road, they
are grateful for family support.

“Special thanks to my wife Lil-
lian for allowing us to spend all
that we’ve spent,” Jim says.

“And my wife Katie,” Dan
adds. “For letting me be gone on
weekends. And to dad for getting

me into racing and keeping me in

We are a gang of two, he and
1" Jim says of racing with his son.
“I always knew where he was.
And he learned a lot of hands on
skills.”

“I grew up at the race track,”
Dan says. “I have more friends
who are 50-something than my
own age.”

“He has the respect of the older
people,” Jim agrees. “Which is
something that doesn’t come
easy.”
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Jim credits Power by Sauer for help keeping the ZX1100CC motor in
championship form, recently running an e.t. of 8.99 seconds.

The Funderburgs use a vintage Blue Bird bus as their tow complete with a 28-foot trailer for their five motorcycles.
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