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Spokane racer Randy Lerch

started racing go-karts when he
was 9, putting in eight seasons
before giving it up when he was
17.

His father, Joe Lerch, was on
the crew for veteran racer Bruce
Garber.

“That was

a long time ago in the Northwest
Super Stocks,” Randy reflects.
“We traveled all over and grew
up in the pits with Danny and
Davey Garber.”

When Randy and Joe made
their own return to racing, it was
in the Modifieds ranks.

“I’ve always liked the open
wheel stuff,” Randy says. “It just

kind of fits.”
However,
they were

among

those hit hard when the United
Steelworkers went on strike at
Kaiser Aluminum in 1998 and
the family’s racing was put on
hold for a few years.

Randy came back to the Modi-
fieds in 2006.

“I ran a black and yellow car
for one year,” Randy says of his
return. “We called it the bumble-
bee.”

Randy’s wife Yvette remem-
bers a scary incident while Randy
was racing in “the bumblebee”
during the last race of 2006 at

Wenatchee Valley’s
Super Oval.

“Randy
was

going into turn 4 and the other
guy was on the high side,” Yvette
explains. “Randy had the spot so
he hit the gas and went up over
him.”

Yvette was pregnant at the
time and so there was some con-
cern what the stress might do to
her.

“Everybody was afraid I was
going to go into labor,” she
laughs. “When I saw him keep
going I was like: ‘He’s OK.’ I
wasn’t worried at all.”

For the following year, Randy
decided he wanted to do some-
thing different.

“I just got tired of running
other people’s stuff so I built a
new one,” he says of the Modi-
fied car he currently races in the

Northwest Modified Racing
Series.

The racer is built on
a 2007 Junior

Quick chassis
built by
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Randy Lerch’s No. 6 Modified gets autographed by Roger Messerschmidt, along with, from right, John Willoughby, Ken Willoughby and Jacob Fisher, who came

to Yakima Speedway to support Randy during this year’s Apple Cup weekend.

Randy Lerch and

wife Yvette consider

their family vacations to be

traveling to the Northwest

Modifieds Racing Series events

throughout the season.

Frankie Volz Jr. Randy bought an
355-cid motor with another car
and finished it off with Vortec
heads, a three-speed transmission
and a Franklin quick change rear
end.

The Northwest Modifieds limit
engine displacement with a maxi-
mum 360 cid and mandate that
all the wheels except the left rear
be fully exposed.

“It’s based on the Featherlite
Modifieds,” Randy says.

Randy’s 13-year-old twin
stepchildren Ivan and Amanda
also go to the races.

“I like anything blue or green,”
Amanda says of her preference in
race cars.

It just so happens that Randy’s
No. 6 racer is painted lime green.

“My dad said never put green
or 13 on a race car,” Randy
laughs. “But he’s the one that
came up with the green.”

Ivan says he likes the cars with
flames.

Unfortunately Randy’s car had
a bit of that as well.

“It was during qualifying at
Spokane last year,” Randy ex-
plains. “The oil filter exploded
and the car was a fireball.”

But Randy doesn’t go looking
for that kind of excitement. 

“Friends might say I’m a little
wild,” he confesses. “But I think
I’m pretty conservative. These

things are expensive to fix.”
When he’s not racing, Randy

enjoys steelhead fishing with his
dad, spending time with his year-
old daughters–another set of
twins–Brittney and Cheyenne, or
league bowling with Yvette at the
NorthBowl in Spokane.

He must have been touched of
Irish luck on St. Patrick’s Day in
2004, Randy completed a perfect
300 game during a league match
at Valley Bowl.

The luck has followed him to
the track as well.

“Since building this car my
worst finish has been fifth,”
Randy says of competition with
the Northwest Modifieds. “I fin-
ished the season in fourth even
after missing a couple races.”

His sponsors include Vintage
Wood Floors & Remodeling,
A&L Compressed Gases, Hilyard
Tires and Standard Batteries.

“And my friends at work,”
Randy says of their support in his
racing efforts. “It’s a fan-spon-
sored car.”

His crew includes Shane
Sussek and Becky Parvin.

“And special thanks to Yvette,”
Randy says of his wife. “Without
her I couldn’t do this. We love to
travel together.”

“I work on the race car too,”
Yvette says. “I enjoy it. I worked
on it quite a bit before the first

race.”
Yvette is the secretary/treasurer

for the Northwest Modifieds, she
lines up the cars before the races.

For Randy and Yvette, the
family vacation is comprised of
their races with the Northwest
Modifieds, including a 200-mile
trek to Yakima Speedway for the
Apple Cup weekend..

“It’s a tight little family,”
Yvette says of the Spokaned-
based traveling group. “They
have a great time.”

“There’s 15 or 16 regular
teams from all over the region,”
Randy adds. “But the club has at
least 100 members.”

The Northwest Modifieds was
originally formed in 1983, and its
2008 schedule is highlighted with
the Gary Miller Memorial June 7
at Stateline Speedway. The Idaho
track also will host the club’s in-
augural Doyle Brayton Memorial
July 19.

The Northwest Modifieds also
are working with the B-Modi-
fieds group at Wenatchee to
make the two groups more com-
patible.

“We’re trying to combine rules
with the B-Modifieds,” Randy
says of merging the two sets of
rules to make the cars competi-
tive in either series. “We’re al-
ways working to get a bigger
club and put on a better show.”

Like the Featherlite Modifieds they were inspired by, the race cars of the Northwest Modifieds Racing Series require

that all wheels except the left rear must be fully exposed. The Northwest Modifieds group is working with the similar

B-Modifieds in Wenatchee to merge the rules and make the cars compatible in both series.

The Green MachineThe Green Machine
Spokane driver

takes dad’s advice
to disregard 

dad’s advice on
the proper color

for a race car
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Nitromodel@comcast.net
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Here is contact information for a few of the contributing photographers who

regularly submit their work for publication in Inside Track or ITWeekly.

Please contact them directly if you would like to purchase their photos.


