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Greg and Ruth Kent have been

regulars at the local dragstrips for
seven years.

“I took up racing after the kids
took part in the High School
Drags at Pacific Raceways,” Greg
says. 

He started racing in the track’s
sportsman division in in a pickup
that was a far cry from the candy
apple green ’39 Plymouth 5-win-
dow Coupe street rod the Puyallup
couple have been showing for
more than two decades.

In fact, the racing truck was the
result of a bit of a challenge be-
tween friends.

“A friend had the truck just sit-
ting in the weeds behind his
shop,” Gary explains. “I asked
him what he was going to do with
it.”

The question was turned around
as to what to Gary would do with
it.

“I told him I would fix it up and
make a quarter-mile drag racer out
of it,” Greg continues. “So he
gave it to me.”

When the Kents got the truck,
they pulled out the stock four-
cylinder motor and dropped in a
350-cid Chevy and bolted in a
Turbo 350 transmission and Ford
9-inch rear end.

They slapped a set of 29x14.5-
inch Hoosier QuickTime Pro
slicks in back and ran the truck
with a 14.50 the first year.

For the 2008 season, Greg
swapped in a 358-cid motor and
installed a roll cage.

“We just keep on making it
faster,” Greg
laughs of the
ongoing proj-
ect. “Over

the past few seasons we’ve
pushed the times from 14.50
down to the 11.40 range.”

Greg’s primary sponsors in-
clude Lake’s Body Shop, the
Tacoma-based repair facility
owned by NASCAR Northwest
Series veteran Ron Eaton. Greg
also credits John Reed of Race,
Inc., and Robert Steffan of Inter-
state Transmissions for their con-
tinued support.

Greg and Ruth compete at
Northwest tracks as far south as
Woodburn, Ore., east to Boise,
Idaho, and Anaconda, Mont., and
across the border to Ashcroft in
Canada.

Ruth recalls a road adventure
during a trip to Ashcroft.

“We broke a fan blade on the
way there,” she says of the trek to
Canada. “That was a scary situa-
tion. We patched up the truck just
enough to get to the track and then
fixed it during the weekend.”

The Kents have fond memories
of the 2002 Halloween Classic
when distant family members
converged on Boise for the week-
end.

“All five of Greg’s brothers
came together from around Idaho
to watch him race,” Ruth recalls.
“It was kind of like a mini re-
union.”

For Greg and Ruth, race events
are like a gathering of friends in
the Legends Racing group formed
by Legends Roofing.

Greg’s truck is painted with
“The Rebel” on its doors.

“My dad nicknamed me
‘the rebel’ as a kid,” Greg ex-

plains. “I
guess

I was a little ornery.” 
“He was really ornery,” Ruth

laughs.
“But not so much any more,”

Greg adds.
He keeps a bit of that youthful

spirit alive with plenty of racing.
“We’ve tried to run all the

points meets at Bremerton and Pa-
cific Raceways,” Greg says of
competing at as many events as
possible. “Last year we ran at
Shelton and qualified for Shelton’s
team at the Division Finals.”

That trip started on a high note
as their grandson Hayden was
born the day before they set off for
Woodburn. Greg had sworn he
would not make the trip until the
baby had arrived.

The busy racing schedule does-
n’t bother them. In fact, it’s when
they aren’t traveling from event to
event that the hobby really takes
its toll.

“We don’t like the down time
between seasons,” Ruth says.
“There’s a lot of work to be done.”

“The motor inspection,” Greg
says. “Tearing it all down and put-
ting it all back together again.”

Heading into the 2008 season,
Greg and Ruth made the decision
to rein in their racing activities.

“Because of the price of gas
we’ll only be running the Pacific
Raceways schedule for points,”
Greg concedes.

Staying local will help their
three sons attend more races.

“Anthony, Nicholas and Daniel
all went into sports,” she says of
watching all her kids play for
Puyallup High School teams be-
fore they graduated. “The coolest
thing is that now our kids come to
watch us.”
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ON THE COVER: Kasey Kahne spent

a week on Cloud Nine (or is it Car

No. 9?) winning the NASCAR All-Star

race May 17, followed by the Coca-

Cola 600 a week later on May 25.

Main photo:
John Harrelson/Getty Images for NASCAR

Additional photos:
Top: Steve Heeb
Bottom: courtesy Jim Funderburg
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I guess spring is here to stay. Races were being called on
account of snow just a few weeks back, but I think we are safe
from that happening again fro the time being. Rain, on the
other hand, is definitely a possibility but for the past two weeks
Mother Nature has been generous with the sunshine, at least in
the Puget Sound region. She even held off until after our
neighborhood Memorial Day barbecue before the skies erupted
in a downpour. That usually happens on Friday or Saturday.

���

How about our Northwest drivers in the NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series? Kasey Kahne must have been energized when the fan
voting qualified him to compete in the All-Star race. He and
Greg Biffle finished 1-2. Read about the All-Star race on page 14.

Kahne then jetted to Iowa Speedway and was runner up in the
US Cellular 200 the following day. He and Auburn, Wash., driver
Jeff Barkshire swapped the lead for much of the NASCAR
Camping World West Series race.

Our local boys did it again the following week, as Kahne and
Biffle finished 1-2 again in the Coca-Cola 600. Read about that
race on page 18.

���

A sampling of Northwest street rods seen at the Mild to Wild
show are pictured on page 13. That should whet your appetite
for the Goodguys Pacific Northwest Nationals coming to
Puyallup July 25-27, and the Friday Nite Drags July 25 at Pacific
Raceways. Street rods: They’re not just for breakfast anymore.

���

With Father’s Day just around the corner, we’ve got a few
features paying tribute to dear ol’ dad. We’ll start off with Jim
and Dan Funderburg, the father-son duo that currently holds
the motorcycle titles both at Bremerton Raceway and Pacific
Raceways. Chris Johnston is following in the footsteps of his
father Troy, pursuing the family’s Mopar tradition. Randy Lerch’s
Modified bears the lime green paint suggested by his father, but
maybe that shouldn’t count. Race car builder Ron Pircey plies his
trade in the very barn where his recently-deceased grandfather
worked on cars more than 40 years ago, and that is close
enough in my book.

���

To sum it up, on these pages you’ll find street rods, 
vintage racers, modifieds, a Dirt Cup preview, NASCAR, 
Hobby Sportsman, truck racing, an award-winning model of
Walt Austin’s twin-engined dragster, NHRA Division 6 action at
Mission Raceway Park, and drag racing features about
motorcycles, Mopars, and even a pickup (just look to the right.) 

And don’t forget the issue of ITWeekly inserted into this
magazine. I think you’ll agree we’ve got a winning combination.

And please make sure to support the growing family of
advertisers that help make these publications possible.

Steve Heeb, Publisher

Find a store near you at

www.performancecorner.com

Special Thanks to

Greg Kent: Still a Rebel
Greg and Ruth Kent, of Puyallup, Wash., travel to Northwest drag races with the Legends Racing group.

Greg’s race

truck carries the

“Rebel” nickname that he

was given by his father.
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Look out Danica Patrick, little Mckenzie Hester Mae Heeb is starting to practice

her steering skills. She’ll probably be a better driver after she turns 2, but

since that’s still a ways off, you’re off the hook, Danica. For now.


