Kahne wins All-Star race after taking fan vote

The Northwest’s own Kasey
Kahne gave his fans a million-
dollar payback victory Saturday
night May 17.

The veteran driver from
Enumclaw, Wash., won the
NASCAR Sprint All-Star Race
after being voted in through a
fan vote.

Kahne failed to finish in one
of the two transfer spots in a
last-chance race for drivers
who otherwise didn’t qualify
for the special event. He re-
ceived an overwhelming major-
ity vote of fans to get a starting
slot at the rear of the field.

Kahne made the best of his
chance, racing his way through
the field in four 25-lap seg-
ments and taking the lead on
the 84th lap when Denny Ham-
lin’s” No. 11 FedExToyota lost
power just like teammate Kyle
Busch’s car earlier in the race

Defending Sprint Cup cham-
pion Jimmie Johnson took the
lead after a mandatory pit stop
by everyone with 25 laps to go
but Hamlin passed him quickly
after the restart.

Kahne also passed Johnson,
as did fellow Northwest racer
Greg Biffle, who ran with the
frontrunners all night.

At the end, it was Kahne,
Biffle, Matt Kenseth, Johnson
and Tony Stewart in the top
five spots. Stewart raced from
the rear to fifth after an engine
change during practice forced
him to start in the back.

Ryan Newman was sixth, just
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Kenseth took over second
with Biffle right behind him.
Edwards slid back in the field
to sixth place. Biffle went past
Kenseth on lap 64 and then
hauled past Earnhardt a lap
later.

The top 10 after 75 of the
100 laps had been completed
were Biffle, Earnhardt,
Kenseth, Newman, Martin,
Kurt Busch, Kahne, Edwards in
cighth, Johnson ninth, and
Hamlin 10th.

AJ Allmindinger and Sam
Hornish, Jr., raced their way
into the NASCAR Sprint All-
Star race by finishing one-two
in a twin, 20-lap, last-chance,
throw-caution-to-the-win pre-
liminary event.

di who sat out

Kasey Kahne finished fifth in the Sprint Showdown, but advanced to the NASCAR Sprint All-Star Race after being voted
in by the fans. He went on to win All-Star race ahead of Greg Biffle. The two Northwest drivers would repeat their 1-2
finish in the Coca-Cola 600 May 25 at Lowe's Motor Speedway. Read more about that race on page 18.

ahead of teammate and
NASCAR rookie Sam Hornish,
Jr., who raced his way into the
All-Star field by finishing sec-
ond in the showdown earlier.
Hornish’s” performance was
very impressive. He finished
just ahead of Dale Earnhardt,
Jr., whose car lost its grip in the
final segment.

Trailing Earnhardt in nith
place was veteran Mark Martin,
followed by Carl Edwards.

Busch took off like a
jackrabbitt at the start and put
plenty of distance between his
No. 18 M&M’s Toyota and the

rest of the field.

He led every one of the first
25 laps. Biffle hung on two sec-
onds back with Kyle’s brother
Kurt in third ahead of his
Penske teammate Newman.
Earnhardt, Jr. was next with
Gordon running sixth.

Rounding out the top 10 at
the end of the opening 25 laps
were Labonte, Truex, Kenseth
and Johnson.

Busch continued to lead the
second 25-lapper but a rocker
arm problem slowed him down
on lap 39 and Edwards took
command.

By the time the teams took a
10-minute break at 50 laps, it
was Edwards, Earnhardt,
Kenseth, Newman, Biffle, then
Kyle Busch, Martin, Kahn and
Johnson.

Busch’s pit crew swarmed
over his car during the timeout
trying to change its rocker arms
but the damage could not be re-
paired and Kyle was done for
the night.

Earnhardt passed Edwards
for the lead on the first lap of
the third 25-lap segment, much
to the delight of “Junior Na-
tion.”

five races after failing to get his
Red Bull Toyota qualified in
several events, charged to the
front of the field in the second
and final 20-lap segment and
held off Indianapolis 500 win-
ner Hornish the final two laps.

Ironically, one of the pre-
showdown race favorites, El-
liott Sadler, was bumped into
the wall by Allmindinger carly
in the first 20-lap segment.

Kasey Kahne failed to qual-
ify in the race but was voted
into the All-Star extravaganza
by NASCAR’s’ fans.

Allmindinger, Hornish and
Kahne started the All-Star race
at the tail end of the starting
field.
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Wider track and
new sponsorship
will bring more
excitement for
Skagit’s Dirt Cup

W Kelly Hart

It’s going to be tough to beat
the 2007 Jim Raper Memorial
Dirt Cup at Skagit Speedway. But
owner and promoter Steve Beitler
is prepared to do just that in 2008.
With sponsorship from Camping
World, a wider and faster race-
track, and some intrigue about
just who, exactly, will be partici-
pating in the race all being big
factors.

During the offseason, Beitler
and crew made numerous
changes to the racing surface it-
self. They widened the front
stretch to 55 feet and the corners
were widened to 65 feet. This was
accomplished by shaving into the
clay at the bottom of the race-
track.

They also changed the banking,
as well as the entrances to turn
one and three and the exits in turn
two and four. These changes have
resulted in more room to race
making three wide racing more
frequent. It also altered the way
cars enter and exit the corners cre-
ating more speed and more op-
portunities for passing.

More traffic lights were added
all around the racetrack, both on
the inside and outside of the track.
The new banking has added a dif-
ferent dimension as well, as cars
are driving in deeper and both
higher and lower on the track cre-
ating some interesting slide jobs
for passes.

No class has seen a greater
growth than the Outlaw 410
Sprints. The very division that
races at Dirt Cup.

“There is no doubt that Skagit
Speedway is perfectly suited for
410 Sprint Cars,” Beitler says.
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“Our bread and butter has been
410’s since the class was intro-
duced as Sprint Cars back in 1978
separating the 410’s from the
Modifieds/360 Sprints. That was
what Jim Raper wanted with the
start of the Dirt Cup. We've
added the World of Outlaws as an
annual event. We are partners
with the Outlaws sanctioning and
ownership group and are active
participants in the discussions re-
garding keeping Outlaw 410
Sprint racing healthy in the
United States.”

Keeping the Outlaw 410 Sprint
class healthy this year included
adding money to the weekly
purse and giving teams and incen-
tive to step up their programs.
With the escalating costs of 360
tace engines approaching that of a
good 410 motor, there were
plenty of Northwest teams ready
and willing to put together a car
for the 2008 season to compete on
a weekly basis at Skagit Speed-
way. Early season car counts have
been strong so far.

In addition to a big field of
local cars, out of town drivers are
expected to travel long distances
to compete for the $25,000 win-
ners check, of a posted $150,000
total purse. Easily the richest
Sprint Car weekend in Washing-
ton State.

Former champions Brent Kaed-
ing, Randy Hannegan, Ronnie
Day, and Jonathan Allard are ex-
pected along with former WoO
drivers Jason Solwold, Tim Kaed-
ing, Sammy Swindell and Tyler
Walker are among the “Wild
Card” drivers also expected.

Advance reserve seat tickets
are available by calling the Skagit
Speedway offices during the
workday at (360) 724-3567 or at
the track office from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. weekdays and after 5 p.m.
race Saturdays.

More Dirt Cup information
also is available online at
www.SkagitSpeedway.com.
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