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When Ron Pircey opened up

his race car shop in 1994, it was
like coming home.

“My family has been here since
I was this tall,” Ron says of the
property on Pacific Hwy, tucked
between Fife and Federal Way,
Wash. “I’ve been hanging around
here since I was able to walk.”

The shop is actually housed in a
massive barn that had originally
been built nearby its current loca-
tion.

“The previous owners moved
the barn when I-5 was built in the
early ’60s,” Ron explains of the
structure’s relocation before it was
bought by his grandparents Ted
and Marge Hensel. “My grandpar-

ents have owned it since 1966.”
It wasn’t long before Ted put

the barn to use.
“Grandpa worked on his bud-

dies’ cars in here,” Ron says. “It
gave him some place to get away
from the wife.”

Before starting his own car
building business, Ron had plenty
of experience working for master
builders Brad Hadman and Art
Morrison.

“I only did one or two projects
at the start,” Ron says of the early
days on his own. “Now there’s a
waiting list. We stay pretty busy.”

About six years ago, Ron hired
Bob Worthington and Brian
Laronge to help him keep up with
the increased demand.

“We do a nice job,” Ron says of
the projects that roll out of the
barn. “Our customers tell their
pals and hopefully we can do
something for them sometime.”

Ron and his crew can tackle
anything from complete car proj-
ects to roll cages, rear end narrow-
ing and tubbing.

These days they work on six

projects at a time in the old barn.
“It’s 2,500 square feet,” Ron

says of the floor space available
for the race car and street rod
projects. “We’d love it to be
7,500.”

One of the projects currently
underway is a Studebaker brought
up from California.

“It’s getting a new frame, new
floors and everything,” Ron says.
“It will be a whole new car except
for the original body.”

Ron likes to watch the drag
races at Pacific Raceways and
seeing the results of his crafts-
manship.

“There’s hundreds of them,”
Ron says of the cars in the staging
lanes that he’s worked on at one
time or another. “They are all spe-
cial.”

Special projects continue to roll
through Ron’s shop, limited only
by the space available in the nos-
talgic barn, filled with family
memories.

“We’ve outgrown this place,”
Ron sighs. “But it’s grandpa’s old
place. It’s a landmark.”

This California-based Studebaker project is just one of the many race car and street rod projects built by Ron Pircey,

right, and his crew Bob Worthington, left, and Brian Laronge. Their workshop can handle six such projects at a time. 

Bad to the Barn
Ron Pircey’s
landmark barn
stays filled with
racing projects,
family memories
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Originally built in the fields south of Federal Way, Wash., the familiar landmark was moved to its current location along

Hwy. 99 before the property was purchased by Ted and Marge Hansel in 1966. Ted started woking on car projects for

his friends in the barn, which now houses the race car and street rod building business of his grandson Ron Pircey.

Though Ted passed away recently, Ron’s grandmother still lives in the house tucked behind the familiar barn.

Although weather threatened
to cut racing short all weekend,
winners were crowned May 25
at the Lordco BC Nationals, a
round of the NHRA Lucas Oil
Drag Racing Series. Champions
were led by Joey Severance,
Spanaway, Wash., in Top Alco-
hol Dragster and Clint Thomp-
son, Klamath Falls, Ore., in
Top Alcohol Funny Car. It was
the first win of the year for
both of them.

Severance had qualified in
the No. 3 spot and beat Rich-
mond’s Shawn Cowie on a
hole-shot in the final. Sever-
ance covered the quarter-mile
in 5.357 seconds at  269.54
mph. Cowie’s run was quicker,
5.366 seconds at 269.29 mph,
but Severance had a better reac-
tion time which put him at the
finish line first. In the semis,
Cowie took out No. 1 qualifier
Duane Shields of Boulder City,
Nev.

Thompson carried his No. 1
qualifying effort all the way to
the winner’s circle. In the final,

he took on second-place quali-
fier Sean O’Bannon of Ontario,
Calif. Thompson’s 5.682-sec-
ond, 258.02 mph run was just
enough to cover O’Bannon’s
5.691-second, 257.06 mph shot.

North Vancouver racer Rob
Harrison, who was the top
qualifier,  scored the win in
Comp Eliminator after knock-
ing out Pat Byron, Hoquiam,
Wash. In Super Stock, Don
Thomas, Spruce Grove, Alb.,
grabbed the win in his ’04
Grand Am, beating Norm La-
pointe, Edmonton, Alb., in his
’06 Cobalt. Stock Eliminator
racer Jeff Lane, North Bend,
Wash., drove his ’96 Corvette
to the win around David Rastad
of Maple Ridge wheeling a ’77
Firebird. Chilliwack’s Stefan
Kondolay, a former division
champion, earned the win in
Super Comp over Earl Cun-
ningham, Bonney Lake, Wash.;
Lindsey Larson, University
Place, Wash., got the win in
Super Gas after beating Chris
Cannon, Bothell, Wash.; and

Tony Hernandez took his ’66
Nova to the win by taking out
Nick Cannon, Bothell, Wash.
The Top Sportsman win went to
Robert Matthews, Gig Harbor,
Wash.,  driving a ’67 Nova,
when he defeated Chilliwack
resident Bill Kondolay in his
’04 Cavalier. Mike Henderson,
Tacoma, Wash., knocked off
J.R. Leerkamp, Olympia,
Wash., in the Top Dragster final
and in Sportsman Motorcycle,
Buff Kobs,  Coeur D’lene,
Idaho, rode his ‘95 Kawasaki
around Jeff Haven, Yakima,
Wash., for the title.

The track also ran its Super
Pro class during the event and
Surrey resident Kenny Trociuk
wheeled his Chevelle to the win
over Kevin Chambers of
Bellingham, Wash.

NHRA Northwest Division
racers head to Seattle for the
next NHRA Lucas Oil Drag
Racing Series event. Pacific
Raceways will host the series
June 20-22.

—NHRA

Severance, Thompson score
wins at Mission Raceway Park

Shelby Thompson (3) and Kevin Richards take each other out during the ARCA West Late Models Challenge Series’ Big

Sky 150 Cory Wolfe Challenge May 24-25 at Mission Valley Speedway in Pablo, Mont. The teammates had been

running third and fourth at the time. See more photos of the race in ITWeekly.

Challenged at the Cory Wolfe Challenge
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